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Breaking the bushmeat 
cycle in Congo: 
A good news story
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BY TERESE AND JOHN HART

Black fronted duiker in a metal snare trap in the forests of Kailo Territory, Maniema Province, 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
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BASED ON OUR EXPERIENCE, ONLY A SMALL FRACTION 
OF CONGO’S REMAINING FORESTS, THE LARGEST IN 
AFRICA, STILL CONTAIN WILDLIFE POPULATIONS NOT 
LARGELY DEPLETED BY UNCONTROLLED HUNTING.

Top: This Sitatunga is being carried to market through the streets of Kindu.
Bottom: Debrazza's monkey (Cercopithecus neglectus) laid out for sale as bushmeat in a market along the upper Congo River.
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A subspecies endemic to the TL2 landscape, Cercopithecus mona elegans, is carried along with 
Black and white colobus (Colobus angolensis) to the market in Kindu on the back of a bicycle.

A group of hunters from the Bangengele village of Tshombe Kilima now must walk a full day to 
their hunting grounds carrying 12 gauge shotguns and metal cable snare traps.  
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THE RUDIMENTARY 
CONDITIONS OF RURAL 
LIFE IN CONGO, ETHNIC 
DIVISIONS AND THE 
LACK OF EDUCATION 
ALL CONTRIBUTE TO 
A LIMITED VISION 
AND FACILITATE 
UNSUSTAINABLE 
EXPLOITATION BY A FEW 
OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES 
THAT SHOULD BE FOR 
MANY. 
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Along the road that leads from Kindu to the Lomami River, a villager and his son return to their 
village with a Black mangabey killed with a 12 gauge shotgun.

THE HARTS first came to the Democratic Republic of Congo in the mid-1970s, 
John for a two year study living amongst the Pygmies to learn their Ecology and 
Terese as a Peace Corps teacher. They returned in the early 80s to do their PhD 
research in the Ituri Forest, Terese in botany and John in zoology. Now working 
under Lukuru Foundation, the Harts have developed a project of exploration, 
monitoring and conservation action in the central forests of DRC. The project 
works between the Tshuapa River and the Lualaba River and is concentrated in 
the basin of the Lomami (TL2 project). Their teams work in the forests, villages 
and towns of three provinces: Maniema, Kasai Oriental and Orientale.
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For more info go to: http://www.Bonoboincongo.com/


